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The Hong Kong Society of
Child Neurology & Developmental Paediatrics

BARRERR MBS SRES
2010 Congratulatory Message to
The Hong Kong Association for Specific Learning Disabilities (ASLD)
Dr. CHAN Chok Wan

I am most pleased to witness the Hong Kong Association for Specific Learning Disabilities (ASLD) gloriously advancing into its twelfth birthday. As
advisor of the Association, T am always proud to welcome your achievements over the past twelve months and would like to congratulate colleagues of
your esteemed Association for all the effort. I wish you every success in the years to come.

At the time of this great festive celebration, we are pleased to make stock -taking for our achievements to date. We are most pleased to witness that, with
the joint effort of all sectors of Hong Kong, professionals and parents, we have successfully convinced the HKSAR Government to include Specific
Learning Disabilities (SLD) / Dyslexia into the Category of Disabilities under the Hong Kong Rehabilitation Programme Plan (HKRPP) whereby
individuals with SLD/Dyslexia are legally entitled to remediation, accommodations, compensation and resources support at schools, at home and in the
community. We have also contributed to securing specific accommodations for students with dyslexia who sit for high stake open examinations and
opening channels for them to access tertiary education. These represent great triumph for our advocacy efforts for these individuals, and we look forward
to more endeavours to bridge gaps in their pathways in education.

One of the major challenges confronting individuals with SLD/Dyslexia in HKSAR now is to ensure equitable opportunities for their entry into the
tertiary education institutions, and for appropriate, accessible and specific accommodations to be made available to them during their study within these
institutions. World statistics have shown that, in tertiary institutions of industrialized countries, over 80% of their students with a recognized disability
requiring support are those with SLD/dyslexia. The numbers appear lower in Hong Kong but the situation is still evolving. With higher public awareness
and improved support provided to students during their foundation education years, we expect this trend to develop rapidly. Bearing this in mind, we are
very impressed by the good work already being provided for students with SLD/Dyslexia by most of the tertiary institutions on their own accord even
without additional resources. We are indeed deeply impressed by their dedication, effort, leadership, capability, solidarity, comradeship and passion for
advocacy, as well as the achievements they have accomplished to date. In order to coordinate their good work and to streamline action plans for these
enlightened tertiary institutions, we are pleased to convene a Working Group for Accommodation of individuals with SLD/Dyslexia at Tertiary Educa-
tion. This encompasses Hong Kong’s ten tertiary institutions together with both our organizations (HKCNDP and ASLD) with the active participation
of our Dr. Catherine Lam and Dr. Rommel Hung to further the good work already achieved on the platform of success with the following objectives and
action plans:

1. To familiarize staff of tertiary institutions on the subject of SLD/Dyslexia and reading difficulties through talks covering biological
etiology, secondary causes, clinical features, screening and diagnosis, interventions, research and means of accommodations.

2. To discuss among academics experts of these tertiary institutions on practices for accommodations and support to these students that are
commensurate with international practices.

3. To share practice references thus developed among all tertiary Institutions for their committed support, implementation and further
promulgation.

We are pleased to witness excellent progress of work achieved by the Working Group via business meetings and discussions as well as professional talks
and personal sharing. The meetings were well attended by academics from many tertiary institutions. Full representation by all tertiary institutions was
present at all business meetings. Progress so far has been on track with good commitment and solidarity. We are very impressed by the enthusiastic and
enlightened participation of all faculties and very optimum of the final attainment of our targets for individuals with SLD/Dyslexia to achieve the highest
attainable potentials in health and education. This also exemplifies close collaboration between academics, professionals and parents for tackling
different facets of this disability in concerted effort.

There is no area of complacency for us at this moment. Other challenges confronting us consist of supervising standard of services in the community,
monitoring accommodations and implementation policy at schools, maintaining quality standard of local research by local professionals and academics,
Jjustifying appropriate utilization of local resources, eradicating discrimination by the general public, adjusting admission criteria for tertiary education,
enhancing vocational training and promoting strength and talents of subjects with SLD/Dyslexia. The latter is especially important because accommoda-
tions, compensation and remediation only aim at alleviation of their weakness during their school days while intrinsic talents, well known in these
subjects, will ultimate bring them with job opportunities, personal interests, life satisfaction and career success for their future. These should thus be the
cardinal targets of our action plans in the near future. Let us work hard together for these missions!

Once again our appreciation for all your achievements and our best wishes to you for many more fruitful years to come. Well done!

/@ZQV@ZABM\,

Dr. CHAN Chok-Wan
President, Hong Kong Society of Child Neurology and Developmental Paediatrics (HKCNDP)
10th July 2010

The Hong Kong Society of
Child Neurology & Developmental Paediatrics
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